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Claim Status 

Claims 1-56 are pending. Claims 1-56 are rejected as detailed below. 

Drawin}(s 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the following must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claira(s). No new matter should be entered. 

1) service providing apparatus 

2) responding part 

3) processing state obtaining part 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1, 121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
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pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 

patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Pub No US 
2002/0136559 issued to Simpson et al (hereafter Pub '559). 
Claim 1: 

Pub '559 discloses a responding part which makes a response to said terminal [personal 
computer 704, Fig 1, paragraph 47] asynchronously with respect to a completion of the 
processing [target image No 1, Fig 3, paragraph 52] which is caused to be executed by said 
service providing apparatus [first web site 708, Fig 1] 

a processing state obtaining part which obtains a state of the processing concerning the 
service providing request, from said service providing part [Fig 18, step 2218 display status 
page, paragraph 110] 
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a Web page generating part [document creation service, paragraph 60] which, in response 
to a Web page display request made by said terminal, generates a Web page [first web page 
1112, Fig 5, paragraph 59] to display the state of processing which is obtained via said 
processing state obtaining part, and transmits the thus-produced Web page to said terminal [print 
status page 2602, Fig 22, paragraphs 109-1 13] 

Claim 2: 

Pub \559 discloses a processing information managing part which manages identification 
information of the processing concerning the service providing request, wherein: said responding 
part registers the identification information of the processing in said processing information 
managing part, and said processing state obtaining part obtains the state of the processing for 
which the identification information is registered in said processing information managing part 
[target image No 1, Fig 3] 

Claim 3: 

Pub *559 discloses said processing information managing part further manages 
information concerning a position of the service providing apparatus which is caused to execute 
the processing concerning the service providing request, and information concerning a method 
for obtaining the state of the processing [printer, second web site 710, Fig 1] 

Claim 4: 

P^ub '559 discloses said processing slate obtaining part obtains the processing state from 
the service providing apparatus based on the information managed by said processing 
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information managing part in response to a Web page display request made from said terminal 
[paragraph 80]. 

Claim 5: 

Pub '559 discloses said responding part causes the service providing apparatus to execute 
the processing by transmitting a request for execution of processing concerning the service 
providing request, to the service providing apparatus [paragraph 84] 

Claim 6.: 

Pub '559 discloses said responding part obtains information concerning a method for 
obtaining the processing state of the processing from the service providing apparatus as a 
response to the request for execution of the processing concerning the service providing request; 
and said processing state obtaining part obtains the processing state based on the. information 
concerning the method for obtaining the processing state obtained via the responding part 
[paragraph 111] 

Claim 7: 

Pub '559 discloses in case a plurality of methods for obtaining the processing state 
obtained by the responding part are managed in the processing information managing part, said 
processing state obtaining part obtains the plurality of processing states based on the respective 
ones of the plurality of methods for obtaining the processing state [paragraph 104] 

Claim 8: 
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Pub '559 discloses said processing state obtaining part transmits a processing state 
sending request to a processing state.providing apparatus which provides the processing state of 
processing which the service providing apparatus is caused to execute, and receives the 
processing state which is sent by the processing state providing apparatus in response to the 
processing state sending request [polling may be used, paragraph 111]. 

Claim 9: 

Pub '559 discloses a processing state receiving part receiving the processing state from 
the service providing apparatus, wherein said Web page generating part generates a Web page 
displaying the processing state received via the processing state receiving part [paragraph 5] 

Claim 10: 

Pub '559 discloses said processing state obtaining part transmits a processing state 
sending request to the service providing apparatus, and receives the processing state sent from 
the service providing apparatus in response to the sending request [paragraph 111]. 

Claim 1 1: 

Pub '559 discloses the information concerning the method for obtaining the processing 
state comprises information concerning a position of a processing state providing apparatus 
which provides the processing state; and said processing state obtaining part transmits a 
processing state sending request to the processing state providing apparatus specified by the 
position information, and receives the processing state sent by said processing state providing 
apparatus in response to the sending request [printer, second web site 710, Fig 1]. 
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Claim 12: 

Pub '559 discloses said responding part causes the service providing apparatus to execute 
a plurality of processing units based on a single service providing request made by the terminal, 
provides a response to said terminal without v^aiting for respective completions of the plurality 
of processing units; said processing state obtaining part obtains the respective processing states 
of the plurality of processing units; and said Web page generating part generates a Web page 
displaying the states of the plurality of processing units obtained via said processing state 
obtaining part [paragraph 40] 

Claim 13: 

Pub '559 discloses said processing information managing part manages information 
concerning the position of the service providing apparatus which is caused to execute each of the 
plurality of processing units, the information concerning the method for obtaining the processing 
state for each of the plurality of processing units, and also, request identification information 
assigning a common value for the plurality of processing units to be executed based on the 
common service providing request made by the terminal [Fig 1] 

Claim 14: 

Pub '559 discloses said processing state obtaining part identifies processing based on the 
common service providing request made by the terminal based on the above-mentioned request 
identification information, and, thus, obtains the respective processing states of the plurality of 
processing units based on the common service providing request based on the information 
managed by said processing information managing part [Fig 1] 
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Claim 15: 

Pub '559 discloses said responding part causes a plurality of respective service providing 
apparatuses to execute the respective ones of the plurality of processing units [Fig 1]. 

Claim 16; 

Pub '559 discloses wherein said Web page generating part generates the Web page 
displaying in an integration manner the respective processing states of the processing units based 
on the common service providing request obtained via the processing obtaining part [Figs 1-3]. 

Claim 17: 

Pub '559 discloses said Web page generating part generates a Web page in which the 
processing state is not displayed according to a request of the terminal [Fig 1] 

Claim 18: 

Pub '559 discloses a detailed information page generating part which generates a Web 
page displaying detailed information of the processing state in response to a request made by the 
terminal [Fig 1]. 

Claim 19: 

Pub '559 discloses said Web page generating part obtains predetermined information 
from a plurality of service providing apparatuses based on a request made by the terminal, and 
generates the Web page displaying the obtained information in respective ones of a plurality of 
divisional areas of the page [Fig 22] 



Application/Control Number: 10/666,249 
Art Unit: 2161 



Page 9 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that tlie subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pub 

'559 in view of Pub No 2003/0033432 issued to Simpson et al (hereafter Pub '432). 

Claim 20: 

Pub '559 discloses the elements of claims 1 and 19 as noted above but does not disclose a 
page information managing part which manages a structure defining display contents with 
extensible Markup Language for respective ones of the plurality of divisional areas of the Web 
page for each user, wherein said Web page generating part generates the Web page based on the 
structure. Pub '432 discloses HTML/XML based web pages [paragraph 385]. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Pub 
'559 to include a page information managing part which manages a stmcture defining display 
contents with extensible Markup Language for respective ones of the plurality of divisional areas 
of the Web page for each user, wherein said Web page generating part generates the Web page 
based on the structure based on the disclosure of Pub '432 for the purpose of participating in 
XML based web pages. 

Claim 21 : 
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The combination of Pub '559 and Pub '432 discloses the elements in claims 1, 19 and 20 
and further discloses said Web page generating part generates the Web page in a manner such 
that the processing state of the processing concerning the service providing request is displayed 
in one of the plurality of divisional areas [Pub '559, Fig 22] 

Regarding the rejection of claims 22-56, examiner maintains that claims 22-56 can be 
rejected on the same basis as claims 1-21. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Etienne P. LeRoux whose telephone number is (571) 272-4022. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:00 am and 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaflfm.can be reached on (571) 272-4146. fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




